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Biodegradable 
Bags?

Topical Tuesdays!

Hold a debate
Even if these new compostable and biodegradable bags take a little longer than 
expected to break down, why worry? It’s still a lot better than the 1,000 years that 
plastic bags used to take to decompose. Perhaps we would be better at being 
ecologically friendly if we weren’t always so hard on ourselves about it...

Investigate

Writing challenge!
Choose one of the following writing warm-ups. 

2  Write a five-sentence story 
of a plastic bag from shop to 

decomposition. Use sequencing 
conjunctions to make the order 
in which things happen clear.

Read the article and then try the following activities...

or1  How many words can you 
think of that start with the 

prefix ‘bio-’? Write a brief 
definition of each. If you can 
think of fewer than three, use a 
dictionary to help. 

The article says that biodegradable bags can still hold 2kg of shopping after three 
years. But what does 2kg of shopping look like? Ask your parent or carer first, then 
have a look in your food cupboards at home. Every packet should have the weight 
marked on it. Find three different ways of making 2kg (to within 100g).

Example 

1kg of flour + 500g sugar + 500g butter = 2kg.
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